
Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
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During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Sit
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the Bnancial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority,

Internal control @bje6Uve

B. This authority complied with its financial r8gLi£hrTJa]mgitiw–grg-gipi;aMl;;'in&8iiM
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these

D' The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for,

F. Cash payments were properly sup)l$--F8c8i&:-all -cb;F{-;;iGailuFg GiGj>-ri;m
VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries b erM69;iiMl8Gm£ +(h–hieGie– i;i;mbhiMMFi{;;;
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied
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Asse–t hla=&h;rkM£ie iMa
Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year.

Accounting statements prepared during the ye£r were prepared on the correct accoum> sliM
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded
If the authority certified itself as exempt from a timited assuraii8 r&tel -in £024/25, it >net the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (if the authority had a limited assurance
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick “not covered")

The authority published the reqMl;mG
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.
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M. Irl &Fy££-iLl&lhGliTiFe–alhil;-;iMti_;fell-f–ol–a–M+ifiF;;–em--i
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during Me 2025/26 AGAR period
were public rIghts in relation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authority approved mInutes confirming the dates set)

N.- Tb;;uthorit; hiM)h Jh&l–{R;-£;iiMth-M;ii air-
(see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes), ];bJ

O. The authoritY has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data
compliance }\ Sa

RCAfrh
P. (For local councils only)

charitaTrust funds The council met its as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

a'/5/26 T- C&arUN: \can
Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit a' ) sIt'Date

'lf the response is 'no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identtned (add
separate sheets if needed).

*'Note: if the response is 'not covered’ please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is next planned; or
if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed)
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Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:

wooTr4# dr tna/RfA/rr a//r# X444J4£ZZ /4///// rda'/vc/C
our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective hianciat / ' pM1[Ms M{t®t:e:ljKeIIdas Mr Ma

management during the year, and for the preparation of i ,/ I ! with the Accounts and Audit R8gulations.
the accounting statements.

iTv-£M£nLhl&memy;;riJf-iM-jda–T-T : made pro;>;;Mg> al–ieMr
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud 1 .. / ; for safeguarding Me public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. ! v i I its charge.

3. We have assured ourselves that there are no matters
of actual or potential nonuomplianm with laws,
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a

significant financial effect on the ability of this
authority to conduct its business or manage its
finances,

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Prvper Practices in doing so.

Mj;rivided BMFMymiMfa
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
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dilring the year gaveall persons inter8ste& the opportunit;–tb
inspect and ask questions about this authority's accounts.

5. We carieci ht an assessrr£nt Jf thi–rim iirig this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
risks. including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

6. We-riainh&iThriJdid;iIi; je;;–all-aM hi
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

considered and d8cuiented the fiianciat an dither ;isis it
faces and dealt with them properly.

arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

reS;i-taGsGaLil-t&GM)Ma'hl
external audit.

8. We considered wi;&;i;;Rjati&
commitments. events or transactions. occurring either
during or after the yearend, have a financial impact on
this authority and. where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

disclosed ehrWhingMiM;iaIn)-J-sTigMib
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (Forloc-MJrMAyT$1
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its re£i)onsibiltlie–;wherE iM&
corporate, it is a sole managing trustee of a local
trust or trusts.

10. We have put in place arrangements for the effective IT i / I has made suitable arrangements for its iT–and da–f;

and data management in accordance with proper ! ./ ! ! management and has complied with proper practices in
practices during the year under review. { v : \ doing so

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each 'No’ response and describe
how the authority wIll address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

/S/66/aoa
and recorded as minute reference:

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given,

4
Chair

Clerk

w W W. wooT7d/VJrLAw£eNc€ w /r#44/Yid£Zl- -PC . eon c/4

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities'

Page 4 of 6



Section 2 – Aceounting Statements 2025/26 for
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Year ending
:aTRIiF:; 31 March

2025 2026
£ £

'I ,I a3.3d5q3a.dr
1. Balances brought

forward

2. (+) Precept or Rates and
Levies #7/ Wte

q&3. T;j > @}a
4. (-) Sta+i;iils

;gg. Af +Q&,ge
5. (-) Loan inG;;saMii

repayments

6. M+Mri;A
la Zf3.&iI?,o£3, / A

7. (=) Balances carried
fOIward

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments

The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash

'93;33' 31 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March
To agree with bank

9. Total iiI;;hh
long term investments
and assets

Tt> iI

72//8 :3'81
up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
31 March.

10. Total bo iiIas

For Local Councils Only

11 Do t% in the
accounting above
exclude any trust transactions?

For guidance refer tO the Praclttfoners' Guide sections 2,31 tO 2'33.

I certfy that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities – a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority,

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements weB approved

ILit
/,2'bU

/ r/od // o 2 (Date

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boa-rds and other Smaller Authorities*

Mi nearest nof leave any
boxes blank and report balances All figures
must agree to underlying financial records

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of fhM
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
to Box 7 of previous year.

Total a=f–Mo
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received.

Total incane or receipts i-FIibM-iiikl&
'the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

–T–8talexpen;ihFi;-bi;Ah{aT;i-all>M
of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

Total expenditure or payFnents of ca-alibi;aiM
made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any)

Total expenditure or paymerk–as recorl£–ciiht hg- b&
book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5)

Total balances and reserves at the end of the yei.
must equal (1 +2+3) - (4+5+6).

The outstariac aa
from third parties (including PWLB}.

J s/06/ 2426
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Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of Wo077-oN rfid IV/e£Ncr #//7// /444J4££l P4£/S#£OaA/c,L

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibiBty as auditors to oomplete a limited assurance review is set out by the Nahonal Audit Office (NAO). A Imtted
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit arried out in amordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level ofassuranoe that such an audit would
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spendIng.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in amordanoe with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available bom the NAO website –
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26
(Except for the matters reported belowy on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in
our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Piactices and
no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislatidn and regulatory requirements have not been met.
(’delete as appropriate)

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority

Ccontinue on a separate sheet if required)

We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

External Auditor Name

External Auditor Signature Date
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